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HISTORICAL SKETCH
Earl W. Glandon
After several unsuccessful attempts
by 1. S. Trostler of Omaha, beginning
in January 1894, an organization
meeting was called to order in the
laboratory of the Department of
Entomology and Ornithology, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, at
11 :20 A.M. December 16, 1899. Fourteen persons were present. This action
was the result of the work of a committee from a local Ornithological
Society which had been in operation
at Lincoln for a number of years.
This committee stated that 66 persons had signified their willingness to
become members of a state organization. A call for the election of officers
resulted as follows: President, Prof.
Lawrence Bruner of Lincoln; Vicepresident 1. S. Trostler. Omaha; Recording Secretary, Dr. R. H. Wolcott,
Lincoln; Corresponding Secretary,
W. D. Hunter, Lincoln. Also an
executive committee was chosen composed of J. R. Bonwell, Nebraska
City; Rev. J. M. Bates, Long Pine;
Dean Charles Fordyce, University
Place.
In the afternoon of the same day
49 persons met, when six papers on
ornithological subjects were read.
One paper entitled "How to Popularize Ornithology" was by Wilson
Tout, who was personally known. by
most of the recent members of the
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Resolutions were passed, a constitution
and by-laws adopted and officers for
the ensuing year elected. Thus it
seems that the general procedure for
an annual meeting has not changed
much through the years, except for
the addition of an evening banquet
and movies of bird life.
One paper read at this meeting

contained a table of First Appearance
of Birds in Spring, covering the 25
years ending in 1882. Only 13 species
were recorded because records were
incomplete for other species. This
seems to have been the first migration report covering several years to
be published in the state.
At this time interest in the study
of birds did not encompass a large
number of counties. With the exception of the northern Sandhills and
the northwestern corner of the state,
the observations were centered chiefly in the counties comprising the
eastern quarter of Nebraska. Interest gradually spread westward in
the southern part of the state as far
as North Platte. Later another surge
carried the association activities ~o
the western end of the state as well
as many isolated points.
During the Second Annual Meeting
a resolution was adopted defining
bird records as positive, probable and
doubtful. A positive record would
have to be based upon a specimen
taken or by an observation made by
an experienced observer concerning
a common species. All other i ':lentifications would be either probable or
doubtful. That was quite a contrast
to more recent methods.
A summary of the first year's
membership gives a total of 103 members. Of this number 63 were charter
members, and four honorary. In the
second year a gain of 36 was recorded making a total membership
of 139. At the end of the first year
out of the membership of 103, only
20 were women. No woman's name
appears in the minutes of the first
annual meeting. At the second annual
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meeting Mrs. Elizabeth Van Sant
read a paper entitled "Young Rosebreasted Grosbeaks." A ye:<r labr
she was elected vice-president. At
the third annual meeting two papers
were by women one of which was
Miss Nell Harrison who was later
to become Mrs. Wilson Tout. The
first woman to become president was
Mrs. A. E. Sheldon who served in
that capacity from May 1922 to May
1923. Thus when the ice was broken
women were frequently on the program and held offices.
Most of the early anuual meetings
were at Lincoln and Omaha. In 1919
Hastings entertained the association,
North Platte in 1936, and both
numerous times afterwards; Chadron
in 1950 and Valentine in 1954. Bellevue, Peru, Fairbury, Superior, and
Sioux City were also entertaining
cities at various times.
The first annual field day was held
at Lincoln May 9, 1903, four years
after the first annual meeting. One
section went to Waverly by train and
returned through the woods along
Salt Creek. The second group went
arourid the lake west of Lincoln and
visited the adjacent sloughs. The
composite list named 103 species and
subspecies. The field day was not
held in connection with the annual
meeting until the ninth annual meetin$o
At the sixteenth Annual Meeting,
May 7, 8, 1915, the Nebraska
Ornithologists' Union voted to become an auxiliary of the Wilson
Ornithological Glub. However the
N. O. U. would continue an autonomous organization as in the past.
The Wilson Bulletin became the
official organ and every member
became an active member of the Wilson Ornithological Club with voting
privileges. This arrangement lasted
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until July 10, 1925. Then the mimeographed "Letters of Information"
took over publication of N. O. U.
activities. A complete separation was
effected at that time. The Letters
of Information gave way to the Nebraska Bird Review January 1, 1933.
In the early part of 1926 it was
suggested to the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union that it should work
for the designation of a state bird
for Nebraska. This suggestion came
in the form of a resolution signed
by 38 girls who were members of
the Jefferson County Girls' Camp.
The document was presented by the
Nature Study Department of the
Fairbury Women's Club. A committee
composed of Mrs. Lily R. Button, L.
O. Horsky, and Mrs. F. H. Hole was
appointed to take the matter under
consideration. Rev. J. M. Bates suggested the Western Meadowlark.
Later the results of a questionnaire
showed that the Western Meadowlark was the choice of the majority
of the members of the N. O. U. In
1927 Kathryn Tibbits, National
Chairman of the Division of Wildlife.
General Federation of Women's
Clubs, planned a campaign to get the
states to name a state bird but objected to the Western Meadowlark
for Nebraska because Kansas had
selected that bird. These various
organizations including the N. O. U.
kept the issue alive until. January,
1929, when a resolution was introduced in the state legislature and
the Western Meadowlark became the
official bird'.
Probably the first Bird Baniing
under the Biological Survey in Nebraska was taken up in 1924, by the
Callaway sisters. Results of their
banding operations were reported at
annual meetings at various ti'Iles
and were received with great interest.
Of special interest were the reports
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of the return of Harris Sparrows.
Many Bird enthusiasts specialized
in the study of ceTtain species. C. A.
Black of Kearney and A. M. Brooking of Hastings were especially interested in the Whooping Crane.
Their reports on the appearance of
that species were dominant. Mrs.
Lydia Trine favored the Purple
Martin; the Callaway sisters majored
in Harris Sparrows; F. J. Keller of
Antioch banded ducks, a female
Mallard became famous for her
many returns to the roof of a shed
at Mr. Keller's ranch; Mrs. A. E.
Sheldon worked with the Cardinal,
and Robert Overing with waterfowl.
Mrs. A. H. Jones and many others
seemed to be especially proficient
with a great variety of birds.
The· Neb l' ask a Ornithologists'
Union has successfully published a
magazine of its own since 1933, the
Nebraska Bi1"d Review. It is now in
its 25th year. It has been well received throughout the nation for its
appearance and contents. Prof. Myron
H. Swenk was its first editor and
continued in that capacity until his
death in 1941. Under his management the magazine attained national
recognition. Mr. Fred Haecker followed and ably charted its course
through the years until his death in
1947. Edson Fichter filled the position for a short time after which
William F. Rapp, Jr. took the helm
for a seven year stretch. The July,
1955 issue was the beginning of the
reign of the present editor, Miss
Doris Gates. Each of the·se latter
editors have shown their ability in
keeping the magazine up to its
former standards.
In evaluating the inf.1uences which
have helped to make the Nebraska
OrnithologiRts' Union what it is, we
must not overlook the bird dubs of

the state, which have been constant
feeders to the organization. From information available it seems that
the first local bird club was operating at Lincoln for a number of years
previous to the organization of the
N. O. U. and took a prominent part
in that event. The Omaha Nature
Study Club was also an ear.1y-day
organization which had bird study
for one of its principal interests.
Nature Study departments of several
Women's Clubs have taken important
parts in the state organization activities. The Brooking Bird Club of
Hastings and the Inez Houghton
Audubon Society of Chadron (now
the Chadron Audubon Society) are
also early-day clubs. The North
Platte Bird Club (now the Tout Bird
Cl ub of North Platte) organized ire
1934 has remained strong and inf.luential as have most of the other
clubs mentioned. More recently a bird
club has been forme·d in Scotts Bluff
County and one at Long Pine.
Space will not permit in this short
sketch, the names of all those who
have been important to the Nebraska
Ornothologists' Union. However it
seems that this report would not be
complete without a few words about
the man who probably did the most
for the association. Myron H. Swenk
emerged from the ranks when he became Custodian in 1903. A year later
he became Custodian and Recording
Secretary which offices he heM for
two years. In 1906 he became
Custodian, Recording Secretary and
Editor. From that time until his
death, a span of 38 years, he held
important posts, usually as Secretary
or Editor. He was thorough, accurate·
and tireless with his editorial work.
He had unusual ability to influence
others toward greater activity. He
took a keen interest in beginners and
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gave them unlimited aid and encouragement. He was nationally
known as an ornithologist of unusual
ability. Due to his thorough work
with Horned Larks and Screech Owls
()ne subspecific name in each group
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was credited to him. Monographs and
other works authored by him have
been published. So long as the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union lives
his memory and influence will be
part of its heritage.-Stapleton

BIRDING IN KEARNEY
AT FOUR MILES PER HOUR
John C. W. Bliese
Introduction
It is well known to ornithologists
that the best birding is ordinarily
experienced when the observers
proceed slowly and carefully, or even
when they sit quietly in some choice
spot and just wait. Nevertheless, this
does not mean that birds can't be
noted under less leisurely conditions,
for numerous bits of information
have been gathered at times when
bird watching was not the main con5ideration. Various people, for instance, have kept records of the
species of birds seen along the road
when on business trips, or have
gathered data even while at work;
and a walk anywhere, short or long,
is invariably a bird walk to some
degree for bird students.
The writer, a teacher, has enjoyed
walking to his work for many years,
and, like other people who are interested in birds, has usually kept
his eyes and ears open for the
feathered creatures. It occurred to
him early last September, however,
that he had never kept any systematic record of his observations on
these going-to-work walks, and that
doing so might reveal some interesting facts. Late in the year though
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it was, therefore, it was decided to
keep a record, on a trial basis for
several months, of both species and
numbers of birds to come to his attention while going to work in the
mornings.
Procedure
The technique employed was simple.
A pencil and a small notebook were
kept in hand, and, whenever a bird
was noted within a half block or
more on either side, a notation was
made. Calls or songs, when identification was positive, were accepted
as well as sight records. Needless to
say, doubtful identifications were
omitted from the data. All observations were made while walking at
the rate of about four miles per
hour, and only occasionally was there
any slowing down or stopping. Each
walk lasted about 15 minutes, the
distance to the college campus being
approximately one mile. Most of the
data were gathered on 26th Street,
but many were obtained on 24th
Street and 27th Street, and a few
were secured on the one to three
blocks connecting the writer's home
with the above-mentioned streets.
For purposes of this study records
obtained on the campus were not in-

State Teachers College, Kearney, Nebraska.

t Read at the Mid-Winter Convention in Omaha, January 12, 1957
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cluded. It was felt that the ecological
conditions there might be sufficiently
different from those along the streets
to give a misleading idea of what
birding was actually possible while
walking in Kearney.
The investigation began on September 4, and terminated on November 9, 1956. Observations were recorded on 33 mornings (16 in September, 13 in October, and four in
November), or on approximately half
of the total number of days, 67, during the course of the study. Circumstances made it inconvenient or impossible to take the bird walk every
day. In inclement weather the birds
we r e forgotten, and automotive
transportation was employed. The
same was true on a number of days
when the "prof" had his hands entirely too full of things to take to school,
or on days when the automobile was
to be used for business during the
day.
The most frequent time of leaving
home was 7:30 A.M., but, because of
variable class schedules and other
reasons, the time of departure varied
from 6:45 A.M. to 8:00 A.M.
It might be added that the recording of bird observations "on the
run" was also attempted in late
afternoons on the return home, the
hope being that some comparisons
might be possible with the morning
data. However, too many situations
developed which made it impossible
to have enough such tirr:es represented. Whereas figures were secured
for 16 mornings in September, for
example, they were obtained on only
six afternoons during that month.
Results and Discussion
Several tables are included to present the detailed resu.lts of the investigation. Table 1 lists the species

of birds noted on the 33 mornings
on which records were obtained,
and in addition it shows the number
of mornings on which the various
species were noted, the total numbeL'
of times each was tallied during the
study, and the largest number recorded on anyone morning. Table 2
summarizes most of the remaining
data obtained, and gives information
both including and excluding English
Sparrows.
As Table 1 shows, 21 species of
bi.rds were noted on the 33 mornings
concerned in the study. Eight of the
species' were observed on four or less
mornings, and 13 species were noted
on nine or more of the walks. Only
the English Sparrow was seen on
all 33 mornings. For 13 of the species,
five or less birds were recorded at
the most on anyone morning, but
for the other eight species the numbers went as high as 270. Five species
were represented by only one bird
each during the entire investigation,
but the other species gave individual
totals ranging from two birds to 901.
Special mention must be made of
the Bronzed Grackle records, and the
asterisks (*) in both Tables 1 and
2 pertain to them. On November 1,
a flock of at least 5000 Grackles appeared overhead, apparently having
just left a roost area in or near
Harmon Park. Since inclusion of the
5000 figure, at best a very rough
estimate, resulted in averages that
were exceedingly remote from, the
usual observations obtained on the
morning walks, it was omitted from
the tabulations. It will be noted that
5000 is nearly double the total number of birds otherwise recorded during the entire investigation.
Table 2 indicates that the number
of species seen on anyone walk
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Table 1. Data according to species of birds
Species of birds

No. of mornings
on which birds
were observed

Killdeer
Western Mourning Dove
Chimney Swift
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Northern Flicker
Red-headed Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Blue Jay
Eastern Crow
Chickadee
Brown Creeper
Robin
Starling
Myrtle Warbler
English Sparrow
Red-wing
Bronzed Grackle *
Cowbird
Eastern Cardinal
Goldfinch
Slate-colored Junco

*

1
9
13
1
9
2
10
19
1
15
3
26
25
1
33
12
25
3
9
4
1

Greatest no.
observed on
a morning

1
4
39
1
2
1
2
8
5
4
2
28
21
2
60
170
270
17
2
2
1

*

Total no. of
observations
during the
experiment
1
13
150
1
11
2
13
69
5
23
4
291
91
2
901
508
410
29
11
6
1

*

The 5000 or more Grackles seen on one morning have been omitted.

ranged from two to 12, and that jl•.,
total number of birds seen on any
one morning, disregarding the huge
flock of Grackles described above,
ranged from 24 to 498. A grand
total of 2542 records were obtained
during the experiment, 1641 of which
were for species other than the
English Sparrow.
That averages, such as those given
in Table 2, do not always present
what might be called a "typical"
picture, was well illustrated in this
investigation. Not that the figures
shown in the table are wrong, for
every care was taken to compute
them correctly. Nevertheless, except
for the English Sparrow data, which

are reasonably "typical," they would
lead the reader to expect entirely
too many birds on anyone morning
were he to try to duplicate the walks
in Kearney.
The rather large values for the
averages indicated in Table 2 are
caused primarily by observations on
two days, October 2, and October 15.
In addition to other birds tallied, 170
Red-wings were seen on the first date
mentioned, and 170 Red-wings and
270 Bronzed Grackles were counted
on the second date, giving rather
large sums for the two days, 213
and 498 respectively. The next largest
total, it should be said, was only 122,
reasonably close to other larger
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Table 2. Minimum, maximum, total, and average number of birds noted
Least
Least
Least
Least

number of spe-cies observed on a morning
number of birds observed on a morning
number of English Sparrows observed on a morning
number of birds observed on a morning exclusive of
English Sparrows

Greatest
Greatest
Greatest
Greatest

number
number
number
number
English

of species observed on a morning
of birds observed on a morning
of English Sparrows observed on a morning
of birds observed on a morning excluding
Sparrows

Total number of species observed
Number of species observed excluding English Sparrows
Total number of bird records obtained
Total number of English Sparrow records obtained
Total number of bird records obtained excluding English Sparrows
Average number of species noted per morning
Average number of species per morning excluding English Sparrows
Average number of birds noted per morning
Average number of English Sparrows noted per morning
Average number of birds per morning excluding English Sparrows

*
2
24
6
1

12
498
60
462
21
20
2542
901
1641
6.7
5.7
77.0
27.3
49.7

':' Note that the 5000 or more Grackles seen on one morning have been
omitted from all computations.

totals, and, therefore, not of undue
weight in the calculations. If the data
for the two days in question are
omitted entirely, the average number
of all birds combined (for the remaining 31 days) becomes 59.1 birds
per day instead of 77.0, and that for
all the birds excluding the Eng;ish
Sparrow becomes 31.5 birds per day
instead of 49.7. Even the newly computed averages, though, do not begin
to prepare the observer for the great
range in totals actually obtained
from day to day. Further statistics,
not included because of the preliminary nature of the study, would be
needed to indicate them.

No doubt many birds that were in
the vicinity were entirely missed by
this cruising method of taking a
census, but the small numbers obtained for some species do not mean
that the birds were not observed at
other times during the day in
Kearney, or on otller mornings when
it was inconvenient or impossible to
participate in the experiment. Ten
Goldfinches, s eve r a I Slate-colored
Juncos, and an Evening Grosbeak,
for example, were all noted on mornings when hands were full, the information being recorded for the o~'di
nary bird records upon arrival at
work.
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Conclusions
The writer must confess that he
developed no little enthusiasm for
bird-counts-while-going-to-work, and
at the writing of this paper (early
January) has already begun a continuation of the study for 1957.
Limitations though the method may
have, it should in time yield valuable
migration and population data on the
more commonly observed birds in
Kearney.
Furthermore, and this
should not be thought of as the least
consideration by any means, the
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project adds zest and pleasure to a
physical activity which in itself is
already e'njoyable, namely, walking.
The data collected certainly indicate that it is definitely worthwhile
to keep eyes and ears open for the
presence of birds when taking a walk
in the city. They also indicate that
tremendous variation in the total
numeer of birds observed must be
expected on a day to day basis. Lastly, they would appear to reproach
rather seriously the individual who
argues that he doesn't have time for
bird study.

MEETINGS AND REPORTS
FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING.·-The meeting place was th<J
Lincoln Hotel in Scottsbluff and the
date was May 18, 1957. The program
was as follows:
Welcome-Mrs. J. W. Brashear
Birds of Scotts Bluff National
Monument and Vicinity·-Frank H.
Anderson
Classification and Scientific Name~
of Birds-C. W. (Bill) Huntley
A Glimpse of Chase County in
Nesting Season-Mrs. L. lola Pennington
Man Changes the Pattern-Glenn
Viehmeyer
Nature Study Opportunities in National Parks-Edwin C. Alberts
Ethology-Doris Gates
Range Extension in Birds-William
F. Rapp, Jr.
Birds You Know (film)-Roy J.
'Witschy
Keeping Bird Records-John C. W.
B.1iese, Chairman
Mrs. A. M. Jones
R. G. Corte1you
Mrs. Leslie Conyers

William F. Rapp, Jr.
Doris Gates
Henry Baumgarten
Revision of the Check List of
Birds of Nebraska-Henry Baun:garten and William F. Rapp, Jr.
MerrU C. Hammond, Biologist of
the Lower Souris Refuge in North
Dakota, was the dinner speaker. His
lectm"e was illustrated with slides.
In the business meeting William
F. Rapp, Jr., reported on the Occassional Papers as fo'lows: Papers 1, 2,
and 3 are published and only three
or four remain of the first one. The
other two are available at $1.00 each.
Paper 4 is ready for the printer and
5 will be the Nebraska Check List.
Two more are being planned.
The President, Henry Baumgarte'n,
reported that Dr. J. T. Zimmer had
stipulated thstt the part of his library
not needed by the National Museum
should be turned over to a Nebraska
organization and it was being sent
to the NOU library.
Accol'ding to the constitution the
NOU membership may include tell
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Honorary Members and the number
is now nine. Any member mar
nominate a person to become an
Honorary Member and the Executive
Committee studies these names and
presents a list to the general membership for the final vote. A person
honored in this way should have contributed to Ornithology in some important way. Being a long time member does not necessarily figure in the
selection.
N ames as presented by Mrs. A. M.
J ones, chairman of the nominating
committee, were voted upon and approved as follows: President, John
C. W. Bliese, Kearney; Vice President, Mrs. Jack Brashear, Scottsb~uff; Secretary, Mrs. John Lueshen,
Wisner; Treasurer, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, Hastings; Editor, Doris Gates,
Chadron; and Custodian Mrs. Mary
H. Pritchard, Lincoln. Earl Glandon
asked to be excused from the duty
of Assistant Editor. Appreciation is
here expressed for the work he has
done in the past years.
In a letter Mrs. Mary Pritchard extended an invitation from the Audubon Naturalists' Club of Lincoln to
meet in .Lincoln May 10-11, 1958.
The invitation was accepted.
Wor:l s of appredation were extended to Mrs. John (Willie) Lueshen for the fine program which she
had prepared for this meeting. Also,
appreciation was expressed to the
committees of the Nature Club of
Scottsbluff for arranging for the
meetings, meals, and field trips.
Chairmen of these committees were
Mary Ann Wake, Mrs. A. R. Davis,
Mrs. Carl Franzen, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Anderson, and Mrs. Roland
Urbanek. Mrs. Roy J. Witschy was
president of the group.
FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL FIELD
DA Y.-The day was a little cool but

a good one for a field day. Two
parties were formed and continued
with their bird listing from 6 :00
until 12 :00 noon. A list of 94 kinds
was compiled as follows: Horned
Grebe, Eared Grebe, Western Grebe,
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Blackcrowned Night Heron, Mallard, Bluewinged Teal, Gadwall, Shoveller,
Redhead, Buffle-head, Ruddy Duck.
Red-tailed Hawk, Swainson's Hawk,
Ferruginous Rough-leg, Golden Eagle,
Marsh Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Sparrow Hawk, Pheasant, Coot, Killdeer,
Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper,
Willet, Marbled· Godwit, Avocet, Wilson's Phalarope, Ring-billed GuU,
Franklin's Gull, Forster's Tern, CommonTern, Least Tern, Black Tern,
Mourning Dove, Horned Owl, Chimney Swift, White-throated Swift,
Kingfisher, Red-shafted Flicker, Red·headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Western
Kingbrid, Say's Phoebe, Horned Lark,
Violet-green Swallow, Rough-winged
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Blue Jay, Magpie, Crow, Chickadee, House Wren, Rock Wren,
Brown Thrasher, Robin, Olive-backed
Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Mountain Bluebird, Loggerhead Shrike,
Starling, Warbling Vireo, Orangecrowned Warbler, Yellow Warbler,
Myrtle Warbler, Audubon's Warb~er,
Black-poll Warbler, Northern WaterThrush, Yellow-throat, Wilson's W~r
bIer, English Sparrow, Western
Meadowlark, YeJ.1ow-headed Blackbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Bullo~k's
Oriole, Brewer's Blackbird, Bronzed
Grackle, Cowbird, Evening Grosbeak,
House Finch, Goldfinch, Green-tailed
Towhee, Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark
Bunting, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Slate-colored Junco, Chipping
Sparrow, Clay-colored Spa r row,
White-crowned Sparrow and Song
Sparrow.
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SHORT COMMENTS ON BIRD BEHAVIOR
On May 14, 1956, two pairs of
Shove.llers were observed swimming
close to one another on a sandhill
pond in Sheridan County. One of the
males chased the other on the water.
The chased male stood up on the
water and flapped his wings. After
this little display, both resumed
swimming.
On May 2, 1956, two male Eared
Grebes were seen on a large sandhill
pond in Sheridan County "standing
on their tails" facing one another.
One moved its head up and down.
We did not notice if both of them
did it.
Marbled Godwits were seen on the
first of May in Morrill County
standing in the shallow water of the
Platte River. About 25 to 30 formed
a line, one behind the other. It was
one to three birds in depth.
On the same day we saw at least
three flocks of Franklin's Gulls
averaging about 25 birds per flock
flying over Smith Lake in Sheridan
County. On May 9 we saw approximately 100 birds in two groups in
a field in Dawes County and one
small flock was flying over Whitney
Reservoir, also in Dawes County.
'V'ilson's Phalaropes were common
in Sheridan County on May 2, and
on May 13 they still were numerous
in that county.
On May 13 an Avocet was seen
chasing three Blue-winged Teals
from the shore of a sandhill pond in
Sheridan County.
On April 22, 1956, a mixed flock
of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Redwinged Blackbirds, Bronzed Grackles,
and Brewer's Blackbirds (a rather
large number, forming the bulk of
the group) was observed feeding in
a pastured field near the city of

Scottsbluff. This flock, at least the
Brewer's Blackbirds, were no doubt
migrating.
It was interesting to note the
flocks of migrating birds (Dawes
County) that were feeding along
the road side and in the road on
April 28 and 29. There was a considerable amount of snow. It was
more conspicious on the 28th when
the snow was falling but was readily
observed on the 29th. The flocks
were composed of Meadowlarks,
Horned Larks, Vesper Sparrows,
Lark Sparrows, Chipping Sp:lrrows.
Chestnut-collared Longspurs, Mourning Doves, and a Slate-colored Junco.
March 24 two male Western
Meadowlarks were noted on a ridge
of land between the highway and
railroad tracks several miles east of
Alliance. Both were flapping their
wings, one almost constantly. They
appeared to be strutting, holding
their heads and bills high. Breeding
songs and call notes were heard.
On March 31 a similar performance
was again observed. This time, however, it was noted that the tails also
were "wagged." (We do not know
if on March 24 the tail movement
occurred.)
May 12, 1956, in Chadron State
Park, Dawes County, a Lark Sparrow was seen flying into a large
tree with its tail spread wider than
normal. The white corners were
readily noted. Soon another Lark
Sparrow flew into the same tree.
The next thing we were aware of
was a violent struggle taking place
on the ground under this tree. One
sparrow was holding a second by
its bill and noises rather than calls
or songs were being uttered. A
sparrow was then seen to leave this
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scene. This may have been a territorial feud. Another Lark Sparrow
appeared after the quarrel, and the
two then began to scratch on the
ground under this same tree, probably feeding. Could this last arrival
have been the bird's mate?
June 19, 1956, in Box Butte
County, a large bull snake about
four feet in length was observed
crossing a graveled road. Upon
reaching the other side it was chased
by a hen Pheasant which came from
the brush. She was apparently protecting her brood of nine or ten
chicks (about quail size) which were
flushed from the road-side cover.
-John and Ann Mathisen, Alliance

GENERAL NOTES
DOUGLAS COUNTY.-No loons
were listed from Douglas County (in
the lVIigration and Occurrence Report) but November 11 there were
two Common Loons on Carter Lake,
and I have seen them there before.
They may skip us in the spring.
-R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha
WEBSTER COUNTY.-On lVIay
13, 1956, while on a bird hike I saw
a falcon coming toward me, flying quite low. The time was about
7:00 P. lVI. and the sun was low
and gave a good light on the underside of the bird. It was an adult
Duck Hawk. I have previous records
of this species, but this was the
best view since it was quite close
and I had a binocular. The barring,
coloration, and distinctive marks
were plainly visible.
On the same day as I was walking
along a local creek I was attracted
by a 0011. For a few seconds a female
Macgillivray's Warbler was in plain
view on top of a clump of low growing bushes into which it soon disap-

peared. The broken eye-ring and pale
but distinct "bib" were both clearly
visible through a binocular. This is
a new record for me.
On May 5, 1956, I had a close
view of an adult White-throated
Sparrow as it was feeding on the
ground outside the kitchen window.
I have only a few records of this
species.-Harold Turner, Bladen

BEHAVIOR
In Harlan County about three and
a half miles south of Stamford
(1952) we found a hawk and snake
fighting. We thought the hawk was
probably a Marsh Hawk, and the
snake was a Blue Racer about 30
inches long. Both were bloody and
the hawk was especially bloody under
the wing. The snake was wound
around the body of the hawk. We did
not stay to see the outcome of the
battle. (As told to me by O. W.
Ritchey.)-Doris Gates, Chadron

ROBINS
A number of members of NOU
and others had commented on the
conspicuous absence of Robins over
the state during the early part of
the winter. Consequent'y, members
were asked to send notes to the
Editor concerning the Robins in their
areas. A scattering of replies which
represented almost every p:lrt of the
state except the sandhills indicated
that Robins were scarce. Beginning
with the east and working westward,
comments were as follows: Omaha
(Roy Wilcox), "We had two Robins
at our feeding station during the
month of January." Plattsmouth
(Mrs. Lore'ne Heineman), "No Robins." Peru (Mrs. L. M. Gates),
"\Ve've had a single Robin for some
time." Genoa (C. E. Pearson) , "We

Nebraska Bird Review

45

have practically no Robins this interested bird observer for many
winter." Plainview (Mrs. George years. She and Mrs. Rose Junker
Seabury), "We have seen none so and Mrs. Mae Richardson are still
far (Feb. 15) in Pierce County, but interested in the birds of the Fairout at Lloyd's (Seabury) there is a bury area and sent the following list
large flock (about 50) wintering as for May 20-21, 1957: Eastern Kingbird, Yellow-throat, American Bitusual."
Bladen (Harold Turner), "I have tern, Red-winged Blackbird, Catbird,
not seen any Robins during Jan- Bob-white, Cowbird, Chimney Swift,
uary." Hastings (Mrs. Katherine Blue-winged Teal, Virginia Rail,
Brooking), "I have heard no one Crow, Brown Thrasher, White-breastreport Robins in their yards this ed Nuthatch, Pheasant, Red-bellied
winter as they usually do. However, Woodpecker, Horned Lark, Lark
I think it may be of interest to tell Sparrow, Shrike, Barn Swa.llow,
you that on January 6, 1957, Mrs. Flicker, Yellow Warbler, Magnolia
Marie Damerell and I were out 'Varbler, Killdeer, Phoebe, Dickcissel,
north of Hastings driving along a Western Kingbird, Blue Grosbeak,
well developed shelter belt containing Mourning Dove, Grackle, Starling,
many Russian olive trees loaded with Robin, Blue Jay, Red-headed Woodberries. We noted a few Robins that pecker, Meadowlark, Wren, Cardinlll,
day and went back the next day Green Heron, Bell's Vireo, Baltimore
Oriole, Clay-colored Sparrow, Malwith Mrs. A. M. Jones . . . (and) a
lard, Goldfinch, Chickadee, Downy
large flock of Robins flew out and
Woodpecker, Chipping Sparrow, Purcrossed the road so we got an estiple Martin, Nighthawk, Coot, Black
mate of 50 Robins in that flock."
Tern, Crested Flycatcher, Orchard
North Platte (Allen Madison), "At
Oriole, Kingfisher, Sora Rail, MockChristmas time we saw at least a ingbird, which makes a total of 54
dozen Robins in one group in the kinds.
cedars in Cody Park." Wauneta
WEBSTER COUNTY.-! want to
(Mrs. lola Pennington), "I have
seen some Robins at odd times all report that this week I saw the Rubythroated Hummingbird which I bewinter."
lieve
is early (date May 16) .-Elsie
Chadron had very few if any Robins until about the first of February Thompson, Riverton
when a few were seen again in the
NANCE COUNTY.-Just wanted
to report that I saw a Ruby-throated
usual places.
F AIRBURY.-Miss Susie Callaway Hummingbird in our yard May 5.
who has been a member of NOU since This is the earlist for me. It was
1925 and who was president of this feeding from a Japanese Quince
organization in 1933-34 has been an bush.-Clyde E. Pears{)n, Genoa

EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS
"On October 30th, 1956, Alberta
(Mrs. Anderson) discovered a Redbellied Woodpecker in our Bird
Garden. This beautiful bird stayed

with us only two weeks. We had seen
only one before and that was at our
last convention at Hastings.
"On ,January 8th, 1957, we saw a
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blackish dull striped bird and took
it for a sapsucker as it kept picking
on the burr oak but when I examined
the burr oak I noticed splotches
about the size- of a half dollar instead of the tatoo holes of the sapsucker. Then I knew I had something
else and thought at first it was an
Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. By
constant checking I decided it was
an American Three-toed Woodpecker
but with a black cap so it must have
been a female or an immature.
"Harris Sparrows returned, and
while they are here in goodly numbers I must say they are not in as
great numbers as formerly."-Dana
Anderson, Saint Edward
"January 13 (Mrs. Sheldon) found

a Carolina Wren in her back yard.
It may be a first for Dawson County.
-Carol Kinch, Lexington
"We spent most all day February
1 afield and saw hundreds of Lapland Longspurs and horned larks."
-Mrs. George Seabury, Plainview
"There was a great raft of ducks
on Lake Maloney-Glenn 'guestimated' 15,000-and we saw four
Bald Eagles and three Ring-billed
Gulls."-Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer, North
Platte
"I came upon a flock of Bluebirds.
I counted 14 but think there were
more among the pine trees. I have
not seen a Bluebird for several
years."--C. E. Pearson, Genoa

REPORTS OF NESTS,
NESTLINGS AND FLEDGLINGS
June 24, 1956, in Sheridan County
the nest of an AVOCET was found
in a depression in the ground. There
was no vegetation near. The nest
was constructed of a few alkali
covered sticks. Diameter of the nest
was 13.5 x 13.5 cm. Depth was 3 cm.
The four eggs were a dirty brown
with black spots all over them. One
end was much rounded and one
pointed. They measured 5.6 to 5.7 cm.
long and three were 3.5 cm. wide
and one was 3.7 cm. wide at the
middle, approximately. The "broken
wing" act was given by some and
others called as they flew near the
nest. Four birds took part in these
actions.
June 27 another nest was observed
in Sheridan County. It was in the
open and was constructed of alkali
covered Scirpus sp. Inside dimen-

sions of the nest were 12.5 cm. and
outside dimensions were 25 cm. Depth
was 2.5 cm. The four eggs were
olive-brown and covered with black
and olive-brown spots outlined with
black. These eggs were "dirty" with
a white deposit which may have
been excreta. These eggs measured
5.4 to 5.5 cm. in length and 3.4 to
3.7 in width at approximately the
middle. This nest was about 50
feet from the water and two or three
birds were putting on the "brokenwing" act.
On May 30, 1956, in Sheridan
County an incubating Avocet was
spotted from the road. The nest was
located on a mud flat near some
Scirpus sp. (sedge) plants about
one foot tall. While on the nest the
Avocet was bobbing its head and
neck up and down. When we got out
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of the car and headed in the direction
of the nest, the incubating bird
quietly left its nest. The mud surrounding the nest was quite deep
and soft; hence, our observing had
to be done at a distance. Four
grayish-blue eggs with light mottled
spots were in the nest which was
constructed of ScirpuB sp. and was
about eight inches in length.
May 2 in Dawes County a MEADOWLARK was flushed from a nest
which was constructed of grasses
and located near a grass hummock.
The top of the nest was dome shaped,
reminding one of an Oven-bird's nest.
Five white eggs with reddish-brown
spots or speckles at the large end
were in the nest. On May 29 in
Cheyenne County a young Meadowlark was observed in a field.
June 18 in the City Park of Alliance, Box Butte County, what appeared to be -a young BRONZED
GRACKLE was seen in a large tree.
An adult was neal' it but made no
attempt to feed.
May 30 in Sheridan County near
a sandhill lake a RED-WING nest
was located in a sedge (ScirpuB sp.)
patch. The male soon appe-ared and
began giving its typical alarm call.
It was heard constantly while we
were near the nest. Part of the
time it sat on nearby plants while
the rest of the time it flew about
three or four feet above our heads.
The female was present but was less
evident than the male staying farther away and being almost silent.
The nest was built in old sedge
plants about two feet above theground. The bulk of the nest consisted of coarse grasses while the
lining was of grass of a medium
texture. The material was wound

around the sedge plants and the
nest was round in shape.
The nest and eggs were measured
with a centimeter ruler in the field;
hence, the measurements are only
approximate. The nest measured as
follows: inside diameter, 7.5 x 8.5
cm.; outside, 10.5 x 12.5 cm.; inside
depth, varied from 6 to 7 cm., and
the outside depth was 11.5 cm. Four
medium blue eggs with black markings at t.he large rounded end were
in the nest. In length they ranged
from 2.3 to 2.7 cm. with average
being 2.52 cm. The width at approximately the middle varied from 1.7
to 1.9 cm.
On June 7 in Box Butte County
a Red-wing nest was located about
six and a half feet up in a bush
(legume) of a shelter belt. The
female was flushed from the nest
and a male soon appeared. There
were only two eggs.
June 3 a WESTERN KINGBIRD
was seen with a piece of string in
its beak. Several pieces were put
out in the yard and the-se were gone
the next day. On June 4 a Kingbird
was observed in the next yard flying from the ground with what
appeared to be a piece of dried
grass stem in its bill.
May 28 in Box
young ENGLISH
ored as the female
the lawn being fed

Butte County a
SPARROW colwas observed on
by a female.

June 23 in Morrill County three
young LOGGERHEAD SHRIKES
were seen in a decidous shelter belt.
The bre-ast was lightly barred with
gray and the black mask was appearing. They often moved their
tails.
-John and Ann Mathisen, Alliance
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BOOK REVIEWS
AMERICAN WATER AND GAME
BIRDS. Austirr L. Rand. E. P. Dutton & Company, Inc., New York,
1956: 239 pp. $11.50.
This is a handsome volume with
its 130 photographs by many different artists and silhouettes by U ga
Mochi. The book was prepared in
cooperation with the Chicago Natural
History Museum where Rand is the
Chief Curator of Zoology.
The text is easy reading, informative and lacks highly technical aspects which might be disturbing to
the common bird lover. However, the
index includes scientific names for
those who desire them.-DG
BIRD BIOGRAPHIES OF JOHN
JAMES AUDUBON. Edited by Alice
Ford. Macmillan Company, New
York, 19.57: 282 pp. $10.00.
One value of such a book is to learn
about the conspicuous birds of this
continent beJore it was changed hy
the activities of civilization. In one

selection Audubon describes a Bald
Eagle killing a swan, and in another
he describes nesting activities of a
Say's Phoebe. He tells about the man
for whom he named the Bewick's
Wren. All these are interesting reading, and where Audubon made errors,
foot-notes bring the information up
to date. Miss Ford selected 12 Audubon pictures for this volume.-DG
HOW TO WATCH BIRDS. Roger
Barton. McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc., New York, 1955: 229 pp. $3.50.
"A guide for the beginner---."
A popular type of book cleverly illu"
strated, it would be helpful to the
beginner and rather amusing, pleasant reading for the serious student.
It gives limited information concerning early ornithologists, sources
of bird names, clubs in some of th"
states, and books that would be helpful. However, specific information is
largely directed to eastern readers.
-DG

